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Spanish conquistadores such as

Conquering and Colonizing the Americas
includ-

ing steel, gunpowder, and domesticated animals such as the horse, in order to
conquer the powerful Aztec and Inca Empires. European diseases, first introduced
by Columbus, did even more to ensure Spanish victories. The Spanish encomienda
system demanded goods and labor from their new subjects. As the Indian popula-

tion declined, the Spanish began to import enslaved Africans.

.Columbian Ex;:change Contact between the Old World and the New resulted
g the Columbian Fxchange, sometimes called the Great Biological Exchange.
ropls s1.1ch as maize, E.>eans, and potatoes became staples in the Old World. Native
gﬁ(t)fh e;s i1;1vco(;por::1ted mte their culture such Eurasian animals as the horse'and pig.
W andao ;:s ﬂs](r)l carried 1nfectious diseases that set off pandemics of smallpox,
: er ilinesses to which Indians had no immunity. The Americas were

depopulated and cultures destroyed.

52




o Spanish Legacy Spain left a lasting legacy in the borderlands from California
to Florida. Catholic missionaries contributed to the destruction of the old ways of
life by exterminating “heathen” beliefs in the Southwest, a practice that led to open
rebellion in New Mexico in 1598 and 1680. Spain’s rival European nation-states
began competing for gold and glory in the New World. England’s defeat of the
Spanish Armada cleared the path for English dominance in North America.

CHRONOLOGY
by 12,0008.c.e.  Humans have migrated to the Americas
5000 B.C.E. Agricultural revolution begins in Mexico
1050-1250 c.E. The city of Cahokia flourishes in North America
1325 Mexica (Aztec) Empire founded in Central Mexico
1492 Columbus makes his first voyage of discovery in the Americas
1503 Spaniards bring first African slaves to the Americas
1517 Martin Luther launches the Protestant Reformation
1519 Cortés begins the Spanish conquest of Mexico
1531 Pizarro subdues the Inca Empire in South America for Spain
1565 Spaniards found St. Augustine, the first permanent European
outpost in the present-day United States
1584-1587 Raleigh's Roanoke Island venture
1588 The English navy defeats the Spanish Armada
1680 Pueblo Revolt
KeyY TERMS
maize p. 8 Protestant Reformation p. 25
Mexica p. 9 conquistadores p. 30
Aztec Empire p. 10 encomienda p. 35
burial mounds p. 15 Columbian Exchange p. 36
Cahokia p. 16 infectious diseases p. 37
Eastern Woodlands peoples p. 17 New Mexico p. 40
Roman Catholicism p. 25 Spanish Armada p. 48

INQUIZITIVE

Go to InQuizitive to see what you’ve learned—and learn what you’ve
missed—with personalized feedback along the way.
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